Highcliffe Residentsʼ Association
Newsletter - December 2020
HRA CIC AGM
Postponement to 2021

T

he Directors of HRA CIC very much
regret that in the light of the current
COVID-19 pandemic it will not be
possible to hold safely the HRA’s AGM on
14th December 2020 as had been
planned. It is therefore postponed to a
date in 2021, to be determined when the
Coronavirus restrictions are sufficiently
relaxed. The Annual Accounts and Report
for 2019-2020, as submitted to
Companies House, can be viewed on the
HRA website
www.highclifferesidents.co.uk
In the absence of an AGM, we will be
happy to receive any queries or
comments by email to
secretary@highclifferesidents.co.uk or by
letter to the HRA at The Old School, 254
Lymington Road BH23 5ET. We are so
sorry not to be able to meet members in
person just now, but we are continuing to
respond to all local concerns that we
become aware of.
Richard Reader
HRA Director
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Welcome from
HRA Chairman
Ian Hartnell
It seems very strange to be sending you Season’s
greetings amid this dreadful pandemic. It is testing
the patience of us all, and I can only ask that we
all bear with the guidelines so that others will be
able to celebrate many more Christmas
celebrations in the future. We are very sad to
announce that Ian Nichols, one of our members
who was helping us to apply for grants for The Old
School, has passed away from COVID. Ian was a
most valuable member of HRA, and also played a
large part in securing the rebuilding of the Zig Zag
Path. We send our sincere condolences to his wife
Pauline and their family.
We did take the opportunity during the first
lockdown to have our central heating system for
the main part of The Old School building
completely renewed, with a much more efficient
boiler, and more accessible controls. We do hope
that this will make the building more comfortable
and attractive to current and potential hall-hirers,
as well as for Parish Council and HRA meetings –
when we are able to resume them!
All involved in the HRA wish you as safe and
happy a Christmas as the pandemic allows, as well
as a hopeful prospect for 2021!
Sincerely,
Ian

Meet our new Director Joan Rose

“I

hail originally from Sheffield, and after living over the Pennines in
Cheshire, moved to Switzerland and then to Surrey. I have lived in
Highcliffe for the last 14 years - the longest I’ve lived anywhere! We have
three grown up children, and a very lively rescue dog called Daisy. My
interests, now that I have retired from English Language teaching and
management, include playing tennis, dog walking, Japanese embroidery,
jogging and attending HIIT classes at a local gym. I love this area and want to
give back as much as I can to the wonderful community and stunningly
beautiful surroundings.”

www.highclifferesidents.co.uk

The retention of the 1a Bus
Route by Yellow Buses

Concerns about Parking around
Highcliffe School

D

arking issues around Highcliffe School
continue to cause problems to those living
nearby. We contacted Simon Fuller, the Business
Manager at the school, who was most helpful
and asked that any residents who find their drives
blocked or evidence of bad parking should
contact him via the school switchboard.

espite the lockdown the ‘Highcliffe Rumour
machine’ has been working overtime with
reports that the 1a bus route was to be stopped
by Yellow Buses. This very useful route runs
between Sainsburys and New Milton. A meeting
was held with Simon Newport, Commercial
Director and Fiona Harwood, Sales and Marketing
Manager. This was also attended by Councillors
Bob Hutchings and Andy Martin from the Parish
Council, and I represented HRA.
Yellow Buses was the subject of a buyout in 2019
and they are very keen to focus on new routes
that people really need. The 1a bus route has
been highly successful and there are plans to
increase the service. We asked about improving
bus routes from Highcliffe to the hospitals and
although we may not get a direct route,
discussions are going on to
improve these routes under
the ‘Transforming Cities Fund’.
They have produced a very
useful map showing all their
routes - copies are available at
the Highcliffe and Saulfland
Post Offices and Walkford
Stores.

P

Problems with car vandalism at
Marryat Court

W

e have been appalled to hear about cars
and garages being vandalised at Marryat
Court. These incidents have become frequent and
are very upsetting for the residents. Sadly, the
management company are apparently not
reacting to complaints and the police have been
slow to react. We were contacted by some of the
residents affected and were able to contact the
relevant authorities. Although three police officers
visited and spoke to the residents who
complained to us, they decided that no further
action should be taken, although they admitted
that garages and other cars have been vandalised
on site. If you have any information about who is
doing this please let us know, in confidence of
course.

Mary Reader

W

e have, of late,
published several pleas
for volunteers to step forward
to help us run the
Association. This has
resulted in a couple of kind
offers of help, but we are
afraid that we do still need
more. In many instances,
professional expertise is not
required, just enthusiasm
and some local knowledge.
The more people who can
step forward, the lighter the
burden on just a few! It is
great fun to be involved with
HRA, and a fantastic
opportunity to help your
community.

However, the team currently
supporting the HRA is soon
to be diminished through
reasons of ill health, age, and
family commitments. Unless
we receive substantial offers
of help soon, we will have to
announce further on the
future of the Association and
The Old School. So much
work has been put in over
the past three years to sort
out many serious problems
which have now been
resolved: so we really do
need help to take the
association forward in order
that this work was not in
vain!

A new Planning
Application for
Jesmond Avenue
BCP Reference no.
8/20/0965/OUT

B

CP Council has received a new
application for the erection of 23
residential dwellings arranged as 8 x
2 bed and 15 x 3 bed dwellings
together with associated parking and
access. Comments need to be
submitted by 20 December 2020.

News from Highcliffe and Walkford Parish Council
by Councillor Andy Martin, Vice Chairman

T

he Parish Council has been negotiating for
some months with BCP trying to secure the
transfer of the Highcliffe Recreation Ground to the
Parish Council. We believe that in the next few
months this initiative will bear fruit and we also
believe that running the Recreation ground locally
will be a huge advantage to the parish.
Following the public exhibition and consultation
on our high street proposals, a meeting was held
with the cabinet member for highways and the
environment. Meetings with officers and the
cabinet member for regeneration are now being
planned to see what support if any exists in BCP
for our plans.
Our pavements and verges were neglected badly
for years by Dorset County Council and the Parish
Council was delighted to learn that a new
pavement sweeper dedicated to Christchurch and
Highcliffe will arrive very shortly. This machine

will be unable to access all
our pavements if they are
overgrown and the Parish
Council has undertaken a
very detailed survey of every
street in the parish. Results
have been discussed with BCP to try to ensure
that remedial action is taken as quickly as
possible.
Our pavilion at Wingfields Recreation ground was
handed over to us in a deplorable state and the
parish council is working hard with partners to try
to bring it into the 21st century.
Grants awarded to voluntary bodies in the parish
this year included HRA (towards its central
heating project), Men’s Sheds (a new Work
bench), Highcliffe Hawks (Movable goal posts),
HAT (towards its Clock project) and Highcliffe
Castle (towards a new Flag-pole).

Editor’s note:
The Parish Council have also been consulting on the proposed Neighbourhood Plan and details of this were
emailed to members in early November and placed on our website. It is great to see that at long last the fencing
around the cemetery in Lymington Road has been replaced by the Parish Council. This had been badly neglected
and looked an eyesore on entering the village. Also well done to the Roeshott Hill Allotment Association for
winning a Green Flag award. The Association was keen to thank their new owners our own Parish Council for their
commitment and support.

W

e’ve been working with the BCP Council to
ensure Highcliffe is beautifully lit this
Christmas. Our festive advert is nearing
completion and Santa has been leaving socially
distanced gifts in/around our village and
surrounding areas. BBC Radio Solent and Dorset
are plotting our progress and we hope to have the
completed footage ready to share on our
#LoveHighcliffe Facebook page in early
December.
HAT are making positive progress with the
relocation of the Coronation Clock that was
originally installed on the former G&T’s in 1959.
With the generous donations and help from local

businesses and the community, a replacement
freestanding traditional clock will be put in place
along our high street towards the end of this year
or first thing in the new year.
Please note that our #LoveHighcliffe products, to
include tote bags, tea towels, mugs, puzzles and a
wine box are available to buy from the Castle and
also online via our FB page.
Plans for next year are totally dependent upon the
Government’s directives so we will update our
Facebook page at #LoveHighcliffe immediately we
are able to release news of any updates.
Jane Dean

– by Derek Chant

H

uge thanks to all our supporters, who have enabled us to make donations to Christchurch Food Bank
and other charities. Log-in details for our continuing free scientific talks via Zoom can be found at our
website: www.cafescientifiquehighcliffe.org.uk. The next talk, on January 21st, will be about Lyme
disease, especially within the New Forest. The February talk will be by a world renowned scientist.

Please support our local High Street!

W

ith many of us wishing to avoid the crowds this
Christmas please support our local shops who have
worked so hard to make themselves COVID-secure and have
lots of gift ideas.
With the new Tier 2 restrictions, no two households can meet
in restaurants, but several of them are doing take away food.
‘Two Bees by the Sea’ is a café in Lymington Road offering
delicious take away food and drink. The Paddle is offering
take away coffee and wood fired pizzas on certain days,
Bistro My Way, the Cliffhanger and the Kitchen at Highcliffe
Castle are also open for take-away food and drink.
Also remember the pet shop ‘Healthy Pets’ who have a wide
range of pet products and are always ready to offer our dog
‘Sadie’ a special treat when she pops in on a Saturday
morning!
It is great to see that the hoardings outside the new shops
and flats in the High Street have now been removed. The
good news is that our highly creative florist ‘Flowers By
Design’ is moving into one of these new shops, so please do
support her in her larger premises.

Highcliffe and Walkford in Bloom

2

019 was our first full year and this year
despite COVID-19 we have been able to
consolidate our efforts and expand them to a
limited extent without the benefit of fund-raising
coffee mornings. Our four new metre-square selfwatering planters were installed and planted with
mainly sustainable plants in September with two
at Saulflands Place, outside the hairdressers, and
the other two at Walkford shops.

February Gold have been added to the Narcissus
Tête a Tête on the corner of Amberwood Drive
and Ringwood Road planted by parents and
children from Chewton Common Playgroup. If you
would like to see some daffodils, crocus and other
naturalising bulbs planted next year in grass areas
near you please let us know as it may be possible,
particularly if it involves school children or youth
groups.

All our seasonal planters have now been planted
with polyanthus and tulips for the spring and at
Waterford Road open ground grown wallflowers
are an addition at the foot of the wall, where the
winter flowering jasmine is already showing some
colour, trying to compete with the bright red
berries of Pyracantha Saphyr Red.

It has been very pleasing for all to see that there
has been an increase in businesses and traders
contributing to the street scene with their own
colourful planters and we look forward to seeing
even more next year when we will be taking part
in the South and South East in Bloom
competition. If you would like to help us, please
contact me by email:
ssmith.campanula@gmail.com

Narcissus Ice Follies and a few Crocus
tommasinianus have been added to the February
Gold planted last year on the grass bank at the
corner of Lymington Rd and Stuart Rd. Also, some

Susan Smith

Keep up to date with the latest news on our website www.highclifferesidents.co.uk
For membership enquiries contact membership@highclifferesidents.co.uk
Highcliffe Residents’ Association CIC, 254 Lymington Road, Highcliffe, BH23 5ET
Editor: Mary Reader Design and layout: Andy Clayton
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