
Update on Social Events
and Activities at The Old
School, Lymington Road

Subscriptions

After an extremely taxing time for the HRA it looks
like its going to be a good year for the association

and therefore for Highcliffe. Many months of strenuous
work by several volunteers have finally paid dividends
as we have been able to bring the Old School back to
life and it is now open for business. Thank you for all
involved in this mammoth task.

Please do all take the opportunity to see this wonderful
asset as it is to be used for the community. The hope is
that more work can be done to make it even more
flexible for use as well as more environmentally friendly.

There is already a Quiz night happening on 6th March
and many activities are being planned for the
community use of this facility. Two of the halls are
available for hire and we already have a lot of interest.

The Parish Council is certainly addressing many of the
issues that have blighted Highcliffe and Walkford for
many years and we are very grateful for the hard work
it is doing and we will continue to support the
Councillors in their work whenever we can. On behalf
of the Parish Council we have arranged a meeting on
29th February with BCP’s Community Liaison Officer.
This is an opportunity for locals to hear about the
Council’s plans as well as to advance their own ideas.
The Old School is also open throughout the day so that
you can come and see what progress has been made
and give your suggestions as to its future use as well as
let the HRA officers know what you want them to do
for you.

Furthermore on May 26th
Graham Farrant, the Chief
Executive of BCP, will be at the
Old School to meet with our
Parish Council and this will be
open to the public. This is
another wonderful opportunity for
you all to provide feedback.

I hope to meet you at one of
these or at a future event. In the
meantime if anyone would like
to be involved in all of these

exciting events or plans for the
community please contact us. All

volunteers are very welcome – Your
Association Needs You!

Highcliffe Residentsʼ Association
Newsletter - February 2020

Dear members

www.highclifferesidents.co.uk

As you will have seen and heard the
two halls have been transformed

thanks to many voluntary hours of help
from, amongst others, Men’s Shed – and
things are beginning to happen! Judie
Burman has taken over as bookings
secretary and Lesley Newman as social
secretary.

Already there are Zumba, Pilates and
Dance sessions. and a lively Parent and
Toddler group plus a newly started
Friendship Group.

The first of our social events is a QUIZ
NIGHT on Friday, 6th March, tickets are
only £10 which includes a fish and chip
supper (BYO drinks and glasses). To
book, contact Lesley on 07717 795126
or Judie on 07899 720482.

More activities are needed to generate
income to run and maintain the building,
and we do need more people to get
involved helping to run the HRA: so if you
have a few hours and would like to get
involved, please get in touch, you would
be very welcome. We need you and it’s
your Residents’ Association!

Just a gentle reminder that yoursubscriptions will be due on 1 April. At
just £5 per household it remains very good
value. Please ask your friends and
neighbours if they are members and if not
encourage them to join. Our membership
secretary will be sending out reminders
but if you already have a standing
order you will automatically remain a
member.

Any queries about membership
should be sent to Guy at:
membership@highclifferesidents.co.uk Ian Hartnell HRA Chairman



Planning Issues

On a fortnightly basis David Underhill, the HRA planning
consultant, is feeding the planning section of our website

with updates on all the planning applications submitted for
Highcliffe and Walkford. As far as possible, we are keeping two
months’ worth visible at any one time, but they don’t include
tree-only applications. If you feel strongly about a planning
application, please let us or the Parish Council know.

Brief Update on Highcliffe and Walkford
Parish Council Activities
A report by Trish Jamieson, Clerk to the Parish Council

The Parish Council’s very important work on preparing a
Neighbourhood Plan continues to gather momentum.

Following its December workshop, the results have been
assessed and a short survey is now underway to gather views of
as many residents as possible about the issues that the Plan
needs to address. In addition to those people who have received
the survey via their email address, copies can also be obtained
from the Parish Council Office at The Old School House in
Lymington Road. Please do find a few minutes to respond to the
survey. It is our future.

Other work currently getting underway includes reviewing our
options for improving the state of our pavements. We are also
carrying out an in-depth study which we have called
“Revitalising the High Street”. There will be opportunities to
contribute to these two projects as well as to the Neighbourhood
Plan so please do keep watching our websites
www.highcliffewalkford-pc.gov.uk and
www.highcliffewalkfordplan.org.uk

All of the parish council’s activities can be followed on the above
websites where you can also see copies of our monthly meeting
agenda together with the minutes of our meetings. We meet on
the last Wednesday of each month at 6.30pm and members of
the public are welcome to come along.

Recent beach cleans have been hugely successful with lots of
people turning up and large quantities of rubbish being

collected.

Here are the dates for the rest of the year for your diaries, the
time is the same for each one, 10.30 - 12.30

Sunday 19th April 2020
Sunday 12th July 2020

Sunday 4th October 2020
Sunday 10th January 2021

As ever, with the weather being so unpredictable, please check
emails and / or social media before coming.

Beach Cleaning

Highcliffe and
Walkford in Bloom

In November last year BCPCouncil carried out a
comprehensive application of
weedkiller to our pavements.
Whilst very late in the year, and
despite rain falling within a few
hours, the mild weather enabled a
very good result. We therefore
start this year in the High Street in
a much better position which
should enable us to keep the
pavements free from significant
weed growth.

In support of Highcliffe Plastic-
Free Community, we are
organising a litter-pick open for all
to attend on Sunday 5th April to
coincide with The Great British
Spring Clean period. Further
details will be advertised in due
course on our Facebook page. In
addition, we will be arranging
another litter-pick on the 19th
September to support World
Clean-up Day.

Our tiered planters have already
arrived back in Highcliffe complete
with a spring display, and for the
summer we have chosen to use a
colour mix of yellow (representing
sand) orange (sun) and blue (sea
and sky).

This year we will be running a few
local competitions to include Front
Gardens, Business displays and
Residential Communal Grounds.
Look out for the entry forms which
will be available locally in March.

As always if you would like to help
our friendly Bloom Group
volunteers in any way, and
particularly if you have an interest
in plants, design or biodiversity we
would love to hear from you.

Please phone me on 01425
277313

A report by Susan Smith



Highcliffe Action Team

We wrote to BCP following
complaints from

members about the lack of
seating in the refurbished cliff
top shelter, and also asking
why no visual material had
been put up.

We received this reply:-

“Progress is very
disappointing, and the council
feel let down by the company
commissioned to produce the
seating. As the seating is of a
bespoke design there is little
else that we can do than
continue to work hard with
the company concerned to try
and get the seating in the
shelter as soon as possible. I
hope to see the seating in
place by the spring.

“As for the visual material, we
worked closely with an artist
to produce a design that
incorporated as much of the
community’s input as
possible. I understand that it
was suggested to have
information displayed in the
shelter, but at the same time
the number of seats, provision
for wheelchairs and retaining
the view through the windows
were also important to the
local community.

Unfortunately, it just wasn’t
possible to have visual
material within the shelter
without compromising these
other three desires. As a
means of compromise the
visual material is located
within close proximity to the
shelter.”

The Clifftop Shelters

HAT are still hoping to host
a music festival or BBQ on

the beach this summer and we
were holding a meeting in
February to discuss this year’s
events. We have also been
approached by a number of
local people wishing to build
on the Christmas light switch-
on, by closing Lymington Road
and featuring festive stalls and
maybe a parade. We have also
been contacted by 188 people
wishing to be more involved,
which is incredible - we are
delighted with this positive
response from residents!

HAT have also been actively
supporting our friends at
‘Plastic-free Highcliffe’ who
have recently issued their first
two ‘Champion Certificates’ to
The Cliffhanger and
Napoleons.

We’ve worked closely with the

talented Highcliffe Charity
Players who are contemplating
putting on a summer show for
us to help fund-raise for HAT.

If you would like to get
involved, please contact Jane
on www.janedeanpr.co.uk

A report from Jane Dean

The Plastic-Free
campaign has
arrived in Highcliffe!

You have probably heard a lot
in the news about the

problems of single-use plastic
and microplastics. It is a problem
that affects every community and
has a huge impact on oceans,
wildlife and food sources.

It is something that everybody
can do something about - no
matter how small. It's not about
removing every piece of plastic
from your life, it's about making
small changes and removing
unnecessary, single-use plastics,
one piece at a time.

Everyone can get involved,
whether you're an individual,
business or a community group.

To find out more and get involved
please get in touch through the
website,
www.plasticfreehighcliffe.org.uk,
by email to
plasticfreehighcliffe@gmail.com
or through our Facebook, Twitter
or Instagram pages.

Active Highcliffe

The Highcliffe Rotary Club ran
a very successful event at

Highcliffe Castle on Sunday 19
January where local groups were
invited to have a stand in order
to promote themselves to
residents. We took a stand for
HRA, and spoke to lots of people
resulting in 11 new membership
applications on the day. We
hope that many other people
who we spoke to will join us.

One area of concern was that
several people get us mixed up
with the Highcliffe Community
Association. HRA’s main
purpose is as a lobbying group
to take up issues which concern
residents and to liaise with
either our Parish or BCP council,
or any other relevant body.
Whereas the Community
Association runs Greystone
House and has 45 clubs all run
by volunteers which cover sports
and pastimes, Arts and Crafts,
card games and Forums.



Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 June 2020

New Finger Posts – at last!

Jean Christophe Novelli to attend Highcliffe Food & Arts Festival

Well done to the Highcliffe Charitable Trust and
especially to trustee Keith Corsby for working

so hard to replace the two finger posters on
Lymington Road. One is outside the Oaks and the
other is outside the Rothsay Hotel. The latter has a
finger pointing the railway station and the other sign
as a new finger pointing to St Marks Church. Dorset
County Council had neglected these heritage signs
and so the HCC raised the money to replace them.
Some came from their own funds and the Parish
Council also kindly contributed. Almost half of the
cost was donated from the profits of the 2018
Highcliffe Food Festival. Keith also contacted South
West Trains and they covered the cost of the finger
pointing the Railway station.

Plans for the sixth Highcliffe Food and Arts Festival are well
under way with most stalls already booked and a packed

entertainment programme. The team of volunteer residents who are
organisers are delighted to announce that Jean-Christophe Novelli
is to take part this year. Jean Christophe is an award-winning,
multi-Michelin-Starred chef and is a TV favourite and a published
author. He will be there on Sunday 14 June in the Celebrity
Theatre on the Recreation Ground, sponsored by Christchurch
Harbour Hotel.

Other chefs taking part will include festival favourite and Dorset-
based Lesley Waters, Luke Matthews and Adam Hart from the
Chewton Glen, Matt Budden from the Hilton Bournemouth, Alex
Aitken from The Jetty, Colin Nash from the Three Tuns at Bransgore
and Neal Jepson from Christchurch Harbour Hotel.

Over 100 food and drink stalls will line Lymington Road and the
Recreation Ground, and ‘Little Craft Shack’ sponsored this year by
Honda Magna will be bringing back over sixty curated craftspeople
who are all local and hand-make their own products.

There will be two entertainment stages with music from ‘Pat Peiro
Entertains’, which will include Swing Unlimited, jazz musician
Sarah Bolter, Susie Kimber, Miss Annie and the Fifinellas among many others. A children’s activity tent
will include a ‘grow your own’ and also have the chance to make a necklace. There will be story-telling, a
small funfair and a return of ‘Chefs on Stilts’, Tom Franck Productions and Little Gizmos. A Kids Kitchen
will be held in The Old School with workshops for children and their parents.

For more information and regular updates see www.highcliffefoodandartsfestival.co.uk

Keep up to date with the latest news on our website www.highclifferesidents.co.uk
For membership enquiries contact membership@highclifferesidents.co.uk
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