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The Zig Zag Path is back!

At last we have our Zig-Zag
path back and lots of us

attended the informal opening
by the residents’ group back in
April. I have thanked Bob
Hutchings, Nigel Brooks and
their team for working so hard
to have the path replaced on
numerous occasions, but never
more so than now as I have
used the path many times and
am grateful not to have to
struggle up the steep steps to
the Castle. What is more it
looks amazing and fits into the
cliff face so well.

On 30 May we had the more
formal opening by the Duke of
Gloucester which was attended
by Bob and his team of helpers.
I hadn’t realised that a path has
in fact been there for 250
years! A simple path was
constructed by Lord Bute, a
founder of Kew Gardens and
apparently you could take a
carriage ride down to the sea
via a ‘Zig Zag’ road. This path
of course has long since
disappeared with the erosion of
the cliff. After the building of
the present castle in 1835 by

Lord Stuart de Rothesay a path
was created from the castle to
the cliff edge. Over the years
there has been a lot of erosion
on the cliffs which has meant
the path replaced in 2005 with
unsuitable timber started to rot
causing the path surface to
break up. I believe this new
path has been engineered in a
far more suitable way and
should withstand the movement
of the cliff far more than its
predecessors.

Mary Reader
Communications Officer

Whilst spending a very pleasant day at the
Highcliffe Food and Arts Festival a local

resident came up to me and said how wonderful it
was to see Highcliffe so alive. I think that captures
the feeling of what is happening throughout our
delightful community. After long and hard
campaigning by the HRA we now have our own
Parish Council, which we sincerely hope, in spite of
having relatively restricted powers and
responsibilities, will help to make a big difference
to the villages of Highcliffe and Walkford. The
excellent work by the ‘Bloom ‘ team continues and
is helping to change our slightly shabby High Street
into a clean and pleasant thoroughfare.

Jane Dean and the HAT group have done a superb
job producing some really high-quality marketing
items for Highcliffe, helping to give us an ‘identity’.
The Zig Zag path is open for all and Highcliffe
Castle has been officially opened.

Finally, the HRA is starting to make repairs and
improvement to the Old School so that it can be
enjoyed by the entire community. Everything is
moving in a very positive direction for the
improvement of our area as a whole.

A Report from
HRA Chairman
Ian Hartnell

Ian Hartnell
HRA Chairman

Formal opening of the Zig Zag Path
(L-R) Nigel Brooks, Bob Hutchings,

and the Duke of Gloucester



Planning issues

Highcliffe & Walkford
Parish Council

Please see the HRA website for a full report about
current planning applications.

THE COUNCIL’S EARLY DAYS have been
noticeably hectic; there is much to do in

setting up a new local authority and we are only
just starting on that journey.

At the first Council meeting following the election
of new parish councillors I was appointed
Chairman of the Council and Andy Martin is my
vice-chairman. Owing to a regrettable lack of
interest in becoming a parish councillor we have
several empty chairs at our table! We hope to fill
at least some of these chairs by co-opting
volunteers and that process is now underway.
Two early decisions of the Council were to stop
styling ourselves a “Neighbourhood Council “and,
instead, use the more traditional title “Parish
Council”. We also decided to see if we could
recover the civic regalia that once belonged to
Highcliffe Urban District Council which was
abolished many, many years ago. We think that
anything that belonged to the Council in those
days may still be archived with Hampshire
County Council.

For the next few months we will be kept busy
setting up our policies and procedures and
learning about our duties, rights and
responsibilities. The proper management of our
village assets is important, and we are already
talking to users and other interested parties.

Another vital issue for the Council is to develop a
Neighbourhood Plan for our area. Only by having
a clearly set-out approved plan of the sort of
developments we think appropriate – and those
we don’t – can we properly respond to
consultations we receive from BCP on planning
applications. It’s a long process to develop a plan
and we will be consulting widely on it.

Our budget for this year was pre-set for us by the
Borough Council and we will be working hard in
the coming months to make absolutely sure that
we live within that budget. Next year’s budget
must properly reflect the needs and aspirations of
Highcliffe & Walkford, and we will be looking to
ensure this is so. Although we’ve a lot of work to
do yet, my personal intention is that next year’s
budget should be no greater than this, the first
year.

Bob Hutchings OBE
Chairman

Hydrotherapy Pool at Old G&Tʼs

Plans have been submitted to explore
converting part of the former G&T’s building

on the corner of Lymington and Gordon Road into
a hydrotherapy pool with associated reception,
viewing area and changing facilities. The rear
section in Gordon Road would retain retail use.
The plans have been submitted by Michael Finlay
the owner of the Rothesay Hotel which is to be
pulled down and replaced with flats. The hotel
currently offers swimming lessons to a wide range
of children and adults and this facility will be lost
to the village. Mr Finlay has said that the plans to
build the pool would include swimming lessons to
accommodate all age groups

Recent changes in the
management of the
Highcliffe Residentsʼ
Association

The HRA is organised as a not-for-profit
company limited by guarantee – the Highcliffe

Residents’ Association Community Interest
Company (or HRA C.I.C.). It is managed by a
Board of unpaid volunteer Directors, who can
delegate specific functions to one or more
committees or individuals.

Following the recent resignations of HRA Directors
Sue Taylor, Jacqui Waddock and Rob Austin, the
HRA Board now comprises: Ian Hartnell (Director
and Chair); Guy Gillett (Director and Membership
Secretary); Ben Lock (Director and Social Media
Officer); and Richard Reader (Director and
Minutes secretary to the Board).

The Board is supported by an Executive
Committee, which manages all membership and
public affairs matters. In addition to the four
Directors, the Executive Committee comprises:
Mary Reader (Communications); Andy Clayton
(Website); Willie McNeill, Christine McNeill and
David Underhill (Planning); Tina Butcher
(Newsletter Distribution); and Joan Rose (Minutes
secretary). The Board is also supported by former
Chairman Rob Austin in various capacities
(especially relating to The Old School building),
and by an experienced volunteer bookkeeper.
Judie Burman is joining to maintain an efficient
system for booking the premises.



Action Team Highcliffe and Walkford in Bloom

It is now some eight months since a decision was taken to form aBloom Group for Highcliffe and Walkford and we have been very
busy trying to keep up with the weed growth on the High Street
pavements and forecourts. However, spring and now summer has
speeded up the germination and growth of weeds and additional
help would be appreciated to keep our pavements clean.

It is anticipated that the traditional hanging baskets will be put up
by the Council on the lamp posts in Lymington Road very soon and
we will be installing several sponsored floral fountains. Uneven and
sloping pavements, forecourts used for parking and deliveries have
all contributed to the difficulty in finding suitable locations on the
High Street for these significant floral features so if you are able to
offer a space outside your business for next year we will with
further sponsorship be able to provide additional colour throughout
the year.

As a popular seating area in Waterford Road has been left
unattended for some time our volunteers have removed weeds from
the paving and we will soon be providing fresh soil and flowering
plants. We will also be installing 4 timber planters on the grassed
area between Wharncliffe Road and the cliff top car park. The
planters are being upcycled by ‘Men’s Shed’ and will be planted
with suitable perennials and shrubs for this exposed coastal
location.

At the Old School we have been busy clearing and sowing two of
the borders with a mixture of easy to grow annuals which should
provide colour during August and September. Further work on
behalf of the Residents Association to this garden is anticipated
during the winter.

If you would like to become involved in any aspect of the work of
our group including amongst other things gardening, publicity,
events and photography me on 01425 277313

Susan Smith Chairman, Highcliffe and Walkford in Bloom

On 23 August 2011, the HRA CIC accepted a
transfer from the Dorset County Council of the

buildings and land known as the Old School at
254-256 Lymington Road. The covenants on the
transfer include the requirement that the main
building continue to be used for community
purposes.

The Old School is a Grade 2 listed building, so
repairs and renovations must adhere to a specified
standard. In recent years, the HRA’s finances have
not been strong enough to enable major repairs to
be undertaken, and there has been significant
decay to the fabric of the building. The new

Directors are working hard to remedy the financial
position.

The HRA board has recently commissioned urgent
repairs to the roof, and some necessary
redecoration, using the limited funds currently
available. A complete project plan is being
developed to bring the whole building to an
appropriate standard so that it can be enjoyed by
the whole community. Quotations will be sought
for the longer-term renovations that will be
necessary, and applications will be made for
grants from suitable charitable bodies.

Repairs and renovations of the Old School building

Highcliffe Action Team will be
exhibiting its debut stand at

this year's Food & Arts Festival.

HAT will be launching their
unique "LoveHighcliffe”
collection of branded
merchandise, which ranges from
tea towels, aprons, place- mats
and coasters, to mugs and even
a 96-piece puzzle.

These products have been
created from images drawn by
local artist Wendy Brown for a
4-mile walking map which will
be launched in June.

Two new teams have been
created by HAT, to include an
events team and a Christmas
team. It is intended to host a
music festival by the sea, in
association with The Cliffhanger
Cafe, in 2020 and to work on a
festive lights switch-on event
this Christmas, featuring a
Santa's grotto and market stalls.

This year's HAT Christmas video
is embracing a Downton Abbey
theme, in view of the long-
awaited feature film which is
due to be released in
September.

Jane Dean
Communications Officer for HAT

A note from the Directors of the HRA



Highcliffe Food and Arts Festival

Once again, the village became alive with
smells and sounds which brought thousands

of visitors to the festival over the first two days of
June. This year the event was also held on the
Recreation Ground and I am pleased to report that
most people seemed to enjoy the weekend. TV
personality Rosemary Shrager entertained huge
crowds and our local chefs gave out a huge
amount of food information. Not only did we have
a large number of food stalls, the addition of craft
stalls was a great success with traders saying that
their sales exceeded their expectations. Sadly, not

all of our programmes were delivered house to
house beforehand as the Tudor Distribution
Company let us down very badly and further
action is being taken with the company. A huge
thank you should go to those residents who
worked on the committee throughout the year and
to those who worked as stewards over the
weekend. If you would like to help during a future
festival, please let me know.

World Oceans Day Clean up on

Mary Reader
Director Highcliffe Food and Arts Festival CIC

Other news from around the village

There is to be a great clean up of Highcliffe Beach on World Oceans Day which is to be held on
Saturday 8 June. This is in addition to our normal beach cleans and if you would like to take part then

please arrive at the beach immediately below the Cliff top car park near the Cliffhanger café at 4pm.
Bags will be provided and you can learn more from: www.facebook.com/events/427755748057205

We have our village bakery
back and it is proving to

be very popular, with a wide
range of freshly made breads
and reasonably priced cakes.
The business - renamed
Shelley’s - at Highcliffe supplies
a huge number of local
restaurants and hotels, and was
based in the Dorchester area
before moving to Highcliffe and
taking over the old Ballantines
Patisserie. Run by Gary and
Sarah-Jane Marlow, they
employ a Polish born baker who
has the highest baking
qualification possible in his
country and cooks in the
traditional way. Apart from the
bread and cakes the shop also
offers a take-away service of
savoury pastries, sandwiches,

baguettes and coffee.

The Cliffhanger café continues
to entertain us with a great
range of tribute acts over the
coming months ranging from
Whitney Houston to Queen
among many others. They also
have a ‘Steak and Crab on the
Cliff’ night on 14 September.
All of which can be pre-booked.

Another new addition to the
food scene in the village is to
be a small French restaurant
called ‘Bistro My Way”. It will
be run by Charles Lebas who
has lived in Highcliffe for 18
years and has worked at Pebble
Beach, The Jetty and
Christchurch Harbour Hotel.
It will be in the Old Craft and

Wool Shop and will have just
25 covers. Charles hopes to
open later this summer if
planning issues can be
resolved.

Work is continuing on the old
Galleon Pub, soon to be called
The Oaks, which will be
opening its doors on Monday 1
July. The building looks really
great from the outside and will
vastly improve the street scene.
The manager came along with
the team from Brasserie Blanc
in Bournemouth and took part
in our food festival, and it was
really great to meet them. I will
have some of their menus at
our meeting on 10 June.

Keep up to date with the latest news on our website www.highclifferesidents.co.uk
For membership enquiries contact membership@highclifferesidents.co.uk

Highcliffe Residents’ Association CIC, 254 Lymington Road, Highcliffe, BH23 5ET

Our next quarterly members meeting is on Monday 10 June at 7pm at St Marks Hall
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