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Communications
update from
Mary Reader

Welcome from
Chairman Ian Hartnell

Sadly, we are unable to hold publicmeetings until further notice, and we
have had likewise to close our building,
The Old School at 254 Lymington Road,
to all group activities. However, the
mailboxes at the Old School for HRA, the
Parish Council, Highcliffe and Walkford in
Bloom, and the Highcliffe Action Team,
remain accessible because they are in the
external porch.

HRA Committee members keep in touch
with each other by internet and telephone,
and continue to conduct HRA business as
necessary. We are happy to receive advice
from members about issues of local
concern, either via the HRA website
contact form (at the bottom of every
page), or directly by email to:
communications@highclifferesidents.co.uk
and will follow them up where we possibly
can.

A big thank you to Richard Reader who has been

dealing with the post, sorting the membership
files ready for Anne to take over and for keeping
an eye on the Old School on a daily basis. As
Lockdown has been partly relaxed our regular
tradesman has been able to carry on with
painting and adding an outside tap to help with
watering the garden. Richard and I have been
tidying the garden as so many of the Bloom
group are self-isolating at the moment due to
health issues. Thank you to Joan Rose who has
taken over our Facebook page. She has made it
far more visual and regularly adds more posts.

The Quarterly Members’ Meeting scheduled for
8th June will have to be postponed, and we will
not be able to distribute printed copies of this
quarterly HRA Newsletter until the current lock-
down restrictions are lifted.

Mary Reader
Communications Officer

There is an old Chinese curse that says ‘may youlive in interesting times’ and it certainly seems
that they are making sure that we do.

I have been reflecting on the strange world we live
in at present and the irony that this year is the
75th anniversary of the founding of the HRA. It
was definitely a strange world then and of course
after several years of hardship and self-sacrifice we
all got through it as I am sure we will get through
this crisis.

At present the HRA CIC has had to shut the Old
School but as soon as we find a safe way we will
reopen and hopefully it will be able to be used
again.

In the meantime we hope you are all keeping safe
and well and I look forward to seeing you all in the
future.

Ian Hartnell
HRA Chairman

Our thanks to all members who have renewed 
their membership subscriptions by Standing 
Order or by BACS, or by post to our mailbox at 
The Old School. For those who have not yet
renewed, our membership year runs from 1st
April, and renewals can be made via the form 
included on our website. One of directors Guy 
Gillet has had to give up his role as membership 
officer due to ill health, although remains a
director. I am very happy to report that we have a 
new membership secretary Anne Bassett who is 
accomplished at dealing with the type of 
spreadsheets that we use. Thank you so much to 
Guy for the sterling work he has done to sort out 
the lists over the past two and half years and to 
Anne for coming forward to help.
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Parish Council Update from
Chairman Bob Hutchings

Covid-19 has not prevented parish council
meetings from taking place but it has

changed them into virtual meetings, courtesy of
the internet. An interesting experience for anyone
used to ‘real’ meetings face to face.

Of greater significance is the near impossibility, in
our present situation, of making any worthwhile
progress on our main business aims. On our
website (highcliffewalkford-pc.gov.uk) you can
read our 2020/23 Business Plan in which we’ve
set out our major objectives for the next few
years. Presently these are predominantly on hold
but we hope to be able to make progress on them
soon.

Planning applications continue to be the focus of
much debate and we have submitted both
support for some and strong objections for others.
The planning process at BCP seems to have been
another casualty of the virus with very little
movement on a number of the more major
applications.

Planning matters – yet more
flats for Highcliffe?

There is an update of all current applications onour website, although we understand that
decisions have slowed up due to the current
crisis. The proposed development at 20 Chewton
Farm Road is causing a lot of concern as it is for
the demolition of a dormer bungalow, and other
garden buildings, and to replace it with a building
to contain 14 flats, comprising one 1 bedroom,
and thirteen 2 bedroom flats.

Two more blocks of flats have now been approved
in Wharncliffe Road with the demolition of two
houses at numbers 26 and 28.

There is also a planning application for yet more
flats at the old Kiteley’s Solicitors building and we
have included a picture here:

Our planning officer David Underhill who is a very
experienced architect has quite rightly expressed
deep concern especially with the design. Another
application has also been made by the Castle
Cottage Guest House in Lymington Road.

The balance of residents in the village is going
change with less family homes. This will put more
pressure on local services and create far more
traffic movements in an already congested area.

Planning issues
Please see the HRA website for a full report about
current planning applications.

Chewton Common Playgroup needs financial help!

There has been a lot on the news recently aboutthe difficulties facing nursery schools for the
under 5’s and Chewton Common Playgroup which
is based next door to St Marks school is no
exception. It has been badly hit financially during
the Covid-19 crisis and would really appreciate
some help.

Helen their leader does so much for the
community and has also recently started a much
needed Mother and Toddler Group at the HRA Old

School. The Playgroup badly needs our support,
especially as they are now the only early years
setting in Highcliffe. One of the parents has set up
a fundraising page and the link is below. Please
do your best to support the wonderful work that
Helen and her team do for the young children of
our village.

Find the link to the fund raising page on the
Playgroup website at
www.chewtoncommonplaygroup.co.uk

https://highcliffewalkford-pc.gov.uk
https://highclifferesidents.co.uk/planning
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The Highcliffe
Action Team - a
report from
Communications
Officer Jane Dean

Complaints about rubbish left by visitors

The recent changes to lockdown rules combined with goodweather has created a surge of visitors to our beaches, many
bringing their own picnics. In normal times this would be great but
with recent changes to our waste collection we have received
several complaints about insufficient rubbish bins. The Cliffhanger
have also complained that rubbish including dirty nappies is often
dumped on their tables and their own large bins have been full of
this type of rubbish which they have to pay to have taken away.

BCP in common with our previous contractor Dorset Waste
Partnership have a policy of encouraging people to take their
rubbish home, but sadly not many people do and several of them
have been dumping rubbish in totally unsuitable places.

We reported this to our Councillor Nigel Brooks and also wrote to
the appropriate council officers ourselves. The result at the time of
writing is that we have managed to get one extra bin on the
clifftop, but this is totally inadequate and BCP are looking at
possibly providing a compactor bin. We also noted that the bins at
the bottom of the Zig Zag path and Beacon Steps approach have
also been taken away. Apparently this is because following the
winter storms the promenade has become impassable and the lorry
can’t reach the bins. These will be replaced once the pathways
have been cleaned.

It is with great regret that the Directors of TheHighcliffe Food and Arts Festival CIC have made
the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 event.

After much deliberating and waiting to see how
the current situation was developing, it became
clear that social distancing measures are likely to
be with us for quite some time. Consequently, we
feel, like many other local organisations, that it
would be irresponsible to continue planning for
this year’s event. We rely on the local authority to
issue us with a license to operate, and as they
have already cancelled all events until the end of

August, it is unlikely that we could run our
Festival on the revised dates in September.

We are also conscious of the fact that a large
number our attendees – visitors, exhibitors, and
traders – are likely to be in the most vulnerable
categories with regard to Covid-19. Consequently,
that is why we have come to the heart-breaking
decision that we must cancel the festival which
we had previously re-scheduled for September
2020. Instead we now look forward to planning
the show for the weekend of 12 and 13 June
2021.

The Highcliffe Food and Arts Festival

The Highcliffe Action Teamhas teamed up with our
good friends at South Snap
Media to create a video
documentary of people's
experiences during
#Lockdown2020. We have
asked for a 1-2 minute piece of
video footage taken on how
businesses are coping, or even
some footage of people at work
featuring their own thoughts,
experiences, highlights and
fears. We are hoping this will
make a memorable keepsake of
a moment in time that we will
never forget!

Jane Dean
Communications Officer for HAT

A report from HFAF Directors Mary Reader and Terry Lester

The group is unable to meet at the moment, butdid a wonderful job last autumn by planting
hundreds of Spring bulbs and flowers. The village
was resplendent in wonderful daffodils and superb
planters throughout the Spring period. They have
also weeded pavements and picked up litter as
part of improving the area. The current restrictions

on social distancing make it difficult to carry out
much of the work for the summer planters, but if
there are any couples (who live together) who
could help with the summer planters, Susan
Smith would love to hear from you. She can be
contacted by email on
ssmith.campanula@gmail.com

Highcliffe and Walkford in Bloom

mailto:ssmith.campanula@gmail.com


Highcliffe on Sea Memories - A New Facebook Page

As a recent convert to Facebook I have been
very pleased to see that a new Facebook page,

Highcliffe on Sea Memories, has been set up by
Catherine Bates supported by long-standing
resident Russell Stones. This is a private group
and has managed to gain 1,212 members in
three weeks.

The information and photos being posted are
fascinating, and I hope to bring you some of the
pics in future newsletters. It is amazing to see just
how many people remember attending the Old
School (bottom photo), now owned by the HRA. I

have also been fascinated to read about the large
cliff top house Beacon Lodge (top photo) which
was pulled down in the early 60’s to make way
for the Beacon Drive Estate.

This was part of the Highcliffe Castle Estate and
owned for a while by the Cadbury family - some
older residents remember being given chocolates
and several had their wedding receptions there. It
was also used as an annexe to the Old School
before the new St Marks School was built.

Mary Reader



Highcliffe Castle Update

The Castle team has been continuing to workhard whilst in lockdown, and we hope you
have all been staying safe too. We have been
looking into how we can increase our offer and
improve the overall experience for when you are
able to visit Highcliffe Castle again. From
researching new exhibitions, to looking into new
stock for the shop and planning new types of
tours and outreach activities that we can offer to a
wider range of the community.

In this time of uncertainty, we are pushing through
to try and look to the future in hope to bring a
vibrant Castle back to the community once it is
safe to do so. What always remains though, is the
uplifting colour of our grounds and the calming
shores of Highcliffe Beach, which bring such joy
for all those who are able to visit. View our new

blog and follow our social media pages to be able
to enjoy the beauty of the grounds whilst staying
safe at home.

Some of the team have also been supporting the
BCP Council helpline which is dedicated to
supporting vulnerable residents who need help
whilst isolating at home. If you need any help, you
can call the helpline on 0300 123 7052 between
8am – 8pm seven days a week.

We hope you are keeping well and keeping safe.
With changes to the lockdown being frequently
announced and digested, we will do our best to
keep you updated: please do check our website
for the latest information.

News from Around the village
Some of our local
businesses are able to
work and we are so
grateful for the efforts
they are making. We
listed on our website at
the beginning of the
‘Lockdown’ those who
are able to deliver, and
I am sure some of you
have also found other
alternatives. All of the
shops able to stay open
have improved social
distancing and we are
so lucky to have
Tesco’s, the Co-op, a
Post Office, pharmacy,
pet shop, bakery and
hardware shop in the
village. Chris Watson
Butchers have been
delivering their
excellent meat, and on
Saturday mornings we

can buy very fresh fish
from Russell’s Plaice
(photo). There is often
an excellent fruit and
vegetable stall, which
also sells plants,
outside the Sports and
Social Club. Please do
your best to support our
local shops, as without
your support they will
close!

The next year or so will
be very difficult, and we
will no doubt see some
shop closures. Sadly,
the owners of the Dry
Cleaners and Jewellery
shop have decided to
close. We thank them
for the many years of
service to the village
and hope that they
enjoy their retirement.

Keep up to date with the latest news on our website www.highclifferesidents.co.uk
For membership enquiries contact membership@highclifferesidents.co.uk

Highcliffe Residents’ Association CIC, 254 Lymington Road, Highcliffe, BH23 5ET

Editor: Mary Reader Design and layout: Andy Clayton No. 7

Kirsty Kinnaird
Heritage Centre Assistant
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